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SUMMARY OF BILL:    “Enacts the Tennessee Hunger-Free Students Act”. Prohibits a 

local education agency (LEA) from withholding student records or diplomas for a meal debt. 

Requires schools to provide a free printed meal application in every enrollment packet or an 

electronic equivalent. Provides guidance on student feeding to schools. Prohibits schools from 

stigmatizing students for non-payment of meals. Prohibits schools from holding students 

personally responsible for meal debts. Requires schools to contact parents of students who owe 

money on five or more meals during a school year. 

 

 

ESTIMATED FISCAL IMPACT: 

 
Other Fiscal Impact – To the extent schools recover fewer outstanding debts 

for student meals as a result of this legislation, there would be additional 

forgone local revenue of unknown amounts for schools. Otherwise, the fiscal 

impact of the legislation is considered not significant.                
 

 Assumptions: 

 

 No significant impact to state government operations.  

 LEAs and their schools will be able to provide the meal application in accordance with 

the provisions of this legislation during the normal course of business; therefore, any 

fiscal impact is estimated to be not significant.  

 The legislation requires schools to contact parents of students that owe money for five or 

more unpaid meals, which may be an effective means in recovering funds for unpaid 

meals; however, it prohibits schools from withholding important documents from 

students that owe money for meals such as transcripts and diplomas.  

 To the extent schools recover fewer outstanding debts for unpaid meals, there will be an 

increase in forgone local revenue; however, due to unknown factors such as the number 

of students effected, the extent of unpaid meals, the extent of uncollected funds for 

meals under current law and under the provisions of this legislation, the extent and 

timing of any such impacts cannot be determined. 
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CERTIFICATION: 

 
 The information contained herein is true and correct to the best of my knowledge. 
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